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2.3.1 Minors: Children and adolescents: A minor for the purposes of

these guidelines is defined as a person under 21 years of age, ie.

Majority begins at 21 years of age15. Minors should participate in

research only where there participation is indispensable to the

research. Where research involving minors is proposed, a research

ethics committee should determine where the research might be

equally informative if carried out with consenting adults. If so, the

research ethics committee should require strong justification for the

inclusion of minors. The research should investigate a problem of

relevance to children. Note that all types of clinical research on minors

should be scrutinized carefully.

SA GCP, 2006
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